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The L1 5 Air Forcae is slashing 53 billion from its fusd bill and meducing its mliance on Sponsors
fereign cil by weaning gas-guzzling aircralt of pure petroleum products and taking ta High Blood Pressure Cured in 3 Minutes . ..

Lhe skies with cullng-edge synthetic fuels P ——— istaly for al

maen
The goal is toe hava all Air Force planes sipping synihetic petrol by 2011, acconding

to Periagan officials. Already, al Air Force B-52 bombars have been centified to fly Are Pheromonca 8 Secret Weapon for Duting?

on mixed synthetic fuals Wity the Japarsan Live Longar
Sacreds Most Men Will Never Know About Salf
Late |a=t month, a massive C-17 Globemaster |l cango plane took off fom i

Calilormias Edwards A Force Base powenad for the firsd ime with a mic of

traditional jet fssl and synthetic fuel. Oficials called the teat fight & roaring success. U to 5% MORE Term Lite insurance for your

WMorey!

“Everything's going great,” an Air Force official familiar with the project tells Bill e Hillary-\Waras than you sver imapined?

Mewsmax. “The secretary of the Air Force says he wants us 1o develop a domestic 17 Machically Proven Miracks Foods That Hes
source of alernative fuel to lessen dependency on foreign ol and gess Lhe Air Force You

sovereign oplions to By, fighl and van. We're doing il, and # works.” $14,500 1 Duy Prychack Wanna Explade your

Incame ool
The Air Force is the biggest gas-guipar of all of the sarces by far, sucking up 8
whopping 2.6 bilicn gallons of fusl in 2006 &t a cost of mong than §5.7 billion

For every 510 increase in a barel of oil, Air Force cosls jump $610 million armually
according Lo as=istant Alr Force secretary William Anderson.

Lagt yaar, tha cost of jat fusl jumpad from 75 cents & gallon to 3201 That's a
&71.000 increase for just cne fil-up of 3 B-52, which holds 47,000 gallons of fusl

“0il is selling Tor 234 & bamel right now,” the affcial, who asked nol Lo be named
Lells Mewsmax. “The cost of synlug 1= esbmated to be bebwesn 345 and 360 a
barrel. You do the math ®

With 42 gallons par bamrel, that's an annual savngs of up to $3 billion

Best of all, usng synthetic fuel does nol require engine mediicalion, according 1o Aa
Forca efficialz. In fact, it may perdomm befler than traditional saaton fuel

“Wa are creating this synthetic fuel to be a drop-in fued, a5 a replacement for straight
JP-B " tha &ir Force ofical tells Mewsmax, “H bums hotter than straight JP-8, which
gves us potential perfirmance enhancement. So later, we may be looking at engine
muodifications to capilalize on the luel's adantages. Right now, il just goes straighl
into the Lank.”

In Howember, synihatic fusd tests will begin in Tannessea on B-1 bomber anginas
@s, one by one. the Air Force certifies its aicraft on the new fusls

Crealing synthetic fuel is not & new process = the Mazi Luftwafe in oil-poor bul coal-
nch Germany fiew on coal-based fsels in Wedd War Il The so-cabed Fisher-Tropsch
process, named for its inentors in the 1830a. produces fusd or lubicating ol from
just about amything. but mainky from natural gas and coal.

With one-quartar of the word's coal resanrsas in the U S | such fuels are a natural fit
fer its militany. And, acconding to Air Force officials, synthetic fuel bums wery chean
— with nearly zena sulphur and very itlle pariculate matler

5iill, the fisel production process has come under fire from emvironmentalists, who
criticize cosl mining techniques and claim synthetic fusl refinaras releass doubls tha
amaount of carbon diowide @5 their traditional petroleum countarpans

“Coal i geing Lo play big in the luture, we bebeve.” Anderson says. “We believe thal
we hiave ta find an edronmentally inendly way to mine coal and bum coal We
beashieve The technology iz very close, and we believs that an organization with the
market size and presance of the LISAF can help move technology forward to make
coal a much claaner and greaner akernative across the boand

The Air Force isn't stopping at coal and natural gas. The drese ba reduce oil
consumplion has lad engineers inlo some pretly strange places for new sounces of
engrgy. oficisls say. Ressarchers are expenmenting with fusls made fram
switchgrass, poplar trees, and even chicken fat

The Air Force is looking at several ways of producing such domasbc synthatic fssl
including a collaboration betaeen Conoco, Tyson Foods and Syntroleum



Commercial airlines, meanwhile, are also taking action. Planes flying out of
Johannesburg. South Africa, now leave with tanks filled with a synthetic fuel mixture
derived from coal. The Commercial Aviation Alternative Fuels Initiative hopes to
switch to a form of synfuel by 2010.

While the U.S. will never be completely independent of ail, “what we're looking for is
energy diversity. People say go to ethanol. but corn is not the entire answer. You
would have to plant half the U.S_ in corn to create enough ethanol. It doesn't make
sense,” the Air Force spokesman tells Newsmax.

“We are not out to harm the environment, but [for now] coal is the answer.”
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